             [image: image1.jpg]Besides, thanks to the analysis of mitochondrial DNA, today even modern science gives
confirmation that Chinuahuas are a breed created comparatively recently. Around 1850 some.
archasologists, working close to Casas Grande among the ruins of a palace buit by
Montezums, found some representations of dogs very similarto those that at the time Mexican
campesinos usedto sellto American tourists

Casa Grande is in the State of Chihuahua: 5o those tiny dogs got the same name. No matter if
this dog comes from other dogs aiready Iiing with the ancient populations of South America, if
its originated in Europe or China or if its a combination of native dogs and small terriers,
spaniels, etc. brought by the Spanish, Chinuahuas developed in Mexico, thus, we can safely
saythatthe breed has Mexican origins and that the current appearance of the breed s the result
of an expert work of selection done by American dog lovers, aimed to enhance distinctive
features and reduce size.
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In 1884, at the Philadelphia Kennel Club we have the first Chihuahua to be shown: Chi-Chigas was entered as “Chihuahua Terrier”. In 1888 we have an
eyewitness in Mt James Watson, an expert dog lover and judge of the time, who bought for three dollars in El Paso (Texas) a Chihuahua female from the
Mexican campesinos; her name was Manzanita; he describes her s being ofterrier type, with a coat similarto that of a beaver both for colour and texture,
flesh coloured nose and a curled and rather shorttail. Later on, he bought afew more of those dogs, among whom there was Juarez Belle, one of the first
Chihuahua champions. It is interesting to note that, aithough Mr. Watson wrote a couple of articles about Chihuahuas, the first in 1888 in the “American
Kennel Register and the second in 1914 in “Country Life in America”, he did not metion the breed in his two volumes monumental work “The Dog Book’,
wiitien in 1916, Probably that's due to the fact that Chinuahuas were not considered a true pure breed yet. as they were very mixed in type.

Atthat time, these small dogs were also known as Arizona Dogs, Texas Dogs, Mexican Dogs,
because it was in those areas at the borders with Mexico, Arizona and Texas that this peculiar
trade took place. Watson describes them as being of diferent types and indicates a small hole
located on top of the skull as the only requirement of purity. During 1890 less than ten Chinuahuas
had been shown in a special class for breeds not oficially recognized. Midget was the first
Chihuahuato be registered with the AKC back in 1904; he was bred and owned by M. H. Rayner
Since the beginning of their “offical” history, Chihuahuas came in two varieties: smooth coat and
long coat, even ifthe latter were actually rarer.

Even the firstthree liters to be registered were sired by along coated dog out of a smooth coated
bitch. At the beginning of the Twentieth century, Owen Wister, a famous writer and author of the
wester novel “The Virginian", went o Mexico together with his fiiend Charles Stewart In the
mountainous areas they saw their first Chinuahua and bought Caranza and other dogs in order to
start breeding them n their estate in Philadelphia. Caranza is considered the modern progenitor
of the breed and the father of the first and original bloodiines Meron and Perrito. Mrs. Ida H.
Garrett journalist and dog lover, pioneer breeder of Chihuahuas since the end of the Nineteentn
century, developed, together Mrs. Clara Dobbs, the Meron bloodiine which dominated the show
fings for more than 50 years. Mrs. Ida H. Garrett was also secretary and foundress of the
Chihuahua Club of America (CCA)
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