             [image: image1.jpg]The Chihuahua, considered the smallest breed in the world, sees its
origins _ atiibuted to Northern Mexico. We can just formulate
hypotheses and conjectures, as there are no reliable evidence; over
the decades folk legends have been added, stories totally lacking any
scientfic foundation, like the one that wants the breed as a result of an
hybridization between a dog and a rodentl!

One of the most accredited versions is that Chinuahuas descend from
the Techichi, a dog that used o live with the Toltec populations. This
dog is described as small in size, with strong bone and with a long
and reddish coat The existence of this dog seems to have historic
evidence given by stone bas-eliefs present in the Franciscan
Monastery of Husjotzingo: this convent was built with material taken
from the Cholula pyramid. Itis likely that this animal also lived with the
following civiization, namely that of the Aztecs. According to evidence
of Agtecituals, it seems that a smallyellow dog took part in the funeral
ceremonies of this ancient civiization. Representations of dogs with
similar features can also be found in a near region, the Yucatan,
‘where the Maya/Toltec Giilzation was located, among the remains of
the ancient Chicén Itza pyramids.

In order to justifythe differences among these representations and the
appearance of the today chihuahuas, ithas been advanced the theory
that the Techichi was crossbred 1o a hairless dog that the Adecs
called Biche and that could have been brought into Mexico from the
present day China, through the Bering Strait in Alaska: the Techichis
size decrease is supposed to be due to the crossbreeding with the
Biche, as also stated by the breeder De Blinde.
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Since its beginning, Chihuahuas have been mistaken with the Mexican hairless dog: actually, in
the early Twenties in books and artcles about the breed we could find three different varieties.
being described: smooth coat, long coat and..hairless. Hence, even stories regarding this breed
were attributed to Chihuahuas, thus creating more confusion. However, most scholars have
always maintained that the origins of the Chihuahua are to be found in Europe and China, and
thatin Mexico there were no dogs before the arrival of the conquistadors.

Clifford Hubbard, a well-nown English authority, supported the theory that Chinuahuas had
originated in Europe and were later introduced into Mexico following Spanish conquistadors. Even
Professor Baliram, Pre-Columbian history expert at the Puebla University and editor of "Mundo
Canino, wrote many articles that were in contrast to the fanciful theories supported by Major
Mundey about the wild origins of Chihuahuas.
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